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I 'THE rRC IT COllRT OF CTIRT Tl CO TY 

ADMI I TRA TYE ORDER RE PREME COURT ORDER FM Y 4. 2020 
ON PH/\ E 1. 2. and 3 (eff. May 16. 2020) 

WH -REA on March 13. 2020. th Governor of Mi ouri d clared that a tate of 
cmergencyexist·inthe tat·ofMi. ouritoaddressth pr adofCOVID-19andtopre ent 
a ub tantial ri k to public health and. af. ty: and 

WH ·REA, to combat the ·pread of COVID-19 in Mis ouri. Missouri Governor Par on 
i su d a·· Lay I lome Mis ouri·· Order ff ctive April 6. 2020, through Ma) 3, 2020. n 
April 27. 2020. Governor Parson announced that Mi souri would enter an initial recovery 
pha ·e beginning Ma) 4. 2020 and is ucd the hov, Me trong Reco ·ry Order. cffecti e 
until May 31. 2020, requiring persons and busine. ses to comply with social di lancing 
rcquirem nt., including maintaining ix feet of spac between indi iduals. but othcnvis 
allowing all business . to reopen with recommended afety precaution . 

WI mREA on April 30. 2020. the City of Ozark, Mis ouri, where the Court i · located, 
i ucd an rd r effective until Ma} 31. 2020. requiring per on. and bu ine es to ompl 
with ocial di tancing r quirement . but otherwis allowing all busin ses to reopen ith 
recommended ·afety precaution . The it) of Ozark limit d th occupancy r--all publi I 
acce ible locations·· to fifty percent or less of the location·s authori;;cd fire or building 
cod occupancy ,,hil maimaining ocial di lancing requirement. · and 

WHEREA on May 1. _020. the Christian County ommi ion i ued an Amend d Ord r 
cffi ctive until May 31, 2020, contain certain rcstri tion but i not applicable to 
go cmment agencie : and 

Wl-1 .. REA the ircuit Court has been operating in Phase O consistent with the upreme 
Cou11· April 17. 2020 Ord r. In Phas 0. all in-per on pr ceeding ar up nded 
exc pt: 

• Pr ceeding ncce ar) to prate t the nsritutional right of riminal 
defendant . including the right to a speedy trial. and th right afforded 
under s tion 544.676.3:.

• Pr ceedings pur ·uanl lo chapter 210 and 211 pertaining to juvenile 
delinqu nc 'an I abuse. neglect. and t nnination of parental right :.



    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

 

 

         

       

    

             

   

       

 

     
           

          

  
  

 

 

• Proceedings pursuant to chapter 453 pertaining to adoption; 
• Proceedings in which civil or criminal jury trials are already in progress as 

of March 16. 2020: 
• Proceedings pursuant to chapter 45 5 pertaining lo orders of protection; 
• Proceedings related to emergency child custody orders; 

Proceedings related to petitions for temporary restraining orders or other 

forms of temporary injunctive relief; 
• Proceedings related to emergency mental health orders; 
• Proceedings pursuant to Chapter 475 for emergency guardianship or 

eonservatorship; 
• Proceedings directly related to the COVID-19 public health emergency; 
• Oral arguments regarding time-sensitive matters; and 
• Other exceptions approved by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

All proceedings that do not require in-person appearances of parties or counsel 

have continued by utilizing available technologies - including teleconferencing 

and video conferencing - whenever possible. 

The Circuit Court of Christian County will continue to operate in Phase O at least 

until May 16. 2020; and 

WHEREAS the Supreme Court issued an Order on May 4, 2020, effective May 16, 2020, 

whereby the Presiding Judge of each circuit court wi II determine, based on certain 

Gateway Criteria. when that circuit will progress to Phase l, Phase 2. and Phase 3: and 

WHEREAS the Court will progress to Phases 1, 2, and 3 only if local COVID-19 

conditions continue to stay the same or improve, and it can implement sufficient 

procedures to ensure the safety of every litigant. juror. witness, victim. judicial employee. 

attorney and other individual involved in judicial proceedings; and 

WIIEREAS if it is determined in the future that local COVID-19 conditions are worsening 
or that there is a resurgence of COVID-19 cases in the community, the Presiding Judge 
may return to a lower Operating Phase including. when necessary and appropriate, 
returning to Operating Phase 0. 

THEREFORE, TT TS HEREBY ORDERED that, having consulted with local health 
authorities, the Court makes the following findings based on the Gateway Criteria: 

1. There have been no confirmed COVID-19 cases in any court facility to date. 

2. The City of Ozark and the Christian County Commission have entered orders 
effective May 4, 2020 allowing all businesses to reopen with certain restrictions. 
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3. COVID-19 h alth condition ha e b en stable o r a 14-da� period 111 the 
communily. "ith only 22 a to dat and zero death . Th r has be n no c 
idenc of communit. pread of COVID-19 in Christian County. 

4. Local government authoriti ha c found that the public health y tem has the.
hospital resource . te ting resom e . and public health containm nt resources to 
begin the pr ccss of. afel} rc-op1.:ning the local econom.

S. ocal h a Ith official appro e of change· to le el, of court and courthouse activiti 
consistent with re tri tion on oc upancy and ocial di lancing requir m nt ..

Ba ed n the c finding , the Pre iding Judge find that local condition are impro 
ing ufficicntly to allow the Court to progres to Phase l effe ti e Ma 16, 2020. 

How , er. if it i determined in th ruturc that lo al condition are wor ening or that there 
i a re urgence of COVID-19 cases in th community, the Court may return to. Operating 
Phase 0. 

Operating Phase 1 Effective May 16, 2020: 

In Pha I, th1: Court, ill operate'" ith the following r triction : 

a.. M mber of U1e pubUc v, ho ar not in olved in a court pro eeding will not b 
aUowed in the cou1t house..

b.. ocial di tancing i · required of court taff. attorneys, partic · and witnesses. 

Individual wiJI not be allowed acces� to a court facility who have been exposed 

to or are exhibiting.) mptoms of CO ID-19..

d.. The temperature of all individuals entering a court facility will be taken and 
those individual. "ith a tempcratur of I 00.4 degree or more "ill not bt: 
allowed entry..

e.. Th u c or ma k, or face cO\erings by attorney . partie ·. witne c . ictim and 
courtroom taff is required. Those who do not have:: a ma k will be provided a 
mask..

f.. Onl the mo·t critical in-person pro1.:t!edings will be held. with occupancy in lhe 
courtroom limitt:<l to 10 or le ·s "hencv ·rpm .. iblc. Attorneys who believ th'. 
have a critical matter that requires an in-per. on hearing should notify the Court..

g.. Continue lo u · available t hnologic uch a. t "'le onferen ·e and ideo 
hearings in all cases. Attorneys are encouraged to schedule motion hearings and 
other matt r · b telephone or , ideo conference..

h.. Jury trials will not be held..
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1. Large venu and common areas uch a. hr ak room are losed. Occupan y.
rate· in courtroom . jury as ·embly ruoms. a11d other area, in the court facility 
are limited to a rale of IO or lcs whenc, r po ible..

J. 1:xtra cleaning and disinfecting will occur throughout ach day and hand.
anilizcr will be made available..

The ourt will r main in Operating Pha 1 until Jun· 1. 2020, al\ hich time it, ill pro ed 
to Phas 2 if local VlD-19 c ndition r main the ame or improve. H wev r, if 

con. ideration or the Gate, ay rit ria indicat local COVOD- 19 conditi n ha 
deteriorat d. th Court may remain in Phase I or r turn to Pha 0. 

Operating Pha e 2 Effective June 1, 2020 

In Pha 2. the ourt , ill op rat with the follm, ing re triction : 

a.. Member or th public \\hoar not invol ed in a court proce ding, ill not be 
allowed in the court hou e..

b.. ocial distan ing i required or court taf[ au rn · . parti.

c.. lndi idual. ,,ill not be allo" ed acct!\. to a court facility who have been expo ed 
to or are exhibiting symptom· ofCOVID-19..

d.. lh tcmperatur of all individual entering a court facility , ill be tak ·n and 
tho.c individuals with a temperature 100.4 degrees or more will not be()r 

allO\\Cd entry..

c. The u of ma. ks or fa 'C co, t!ring by altome . pa11ies. witnes cs. victims and.
f 

courtroom staf is required. Those who do not have a mask will be pro idcd a.
mask..

f.. In-person proceedings will be held, as long as social distancing requirements can 
be m t. ttomcy · ma) notic routine matt r on the Court· routine dockets and 
may conla<.:t the Court for special settings..

g.. With social di tancing requir ments. Lhe maximum occupanc of the courtroom. 
in Christian County is about 14. \ hh:h includes the judge and staff. This wi II.
ignificantl) limit th number of ca ·es that can be heard at one time. If the 

number of matter· noticed up for a routine docket will cause social distancing 
rcstri tion to be exceeded. then attorne) and partie hould anticipat being 
a ·ked to wait in the lobby. outsid or in their cars until th ir case ma be heard. 
The Court may be tr) ing different methods to handll.! this chcduling difficult 
·. patience i reque ted..

h. Continue to use available 1echnologic · such as 1 ·leconferenc1;:s and i<.I o.
hearings in all ca. . J\tlorne wh are n t comfortable with in-p rson hearing.
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ar enc urag d to schedule motion hearing and other matters by telephone or 
ideo conference. 

1. Jur tri, I \\ ill not be held..

J. Occupancy rate in courtrooms. jury a semhl room . jur delihcratino- rooms.
break room. and other areas in the court facility must comply , ith social 
di tan ing r quir m nt ·..

k. E ·tra cleaning and di infe ting , il I occur through ut each day and hand.
anitiz r wil I be mad a ailable..

The Court \\ ill r main in perating Pha 2 until June 15.. 2020. at , hich time it will 
pr ce d lo Pha e 3. How ver. if consid ration of the Gateway Criteria indicat I cal 

VOD-l 9 conditions ha c det riorated, th 'ourt may r main in Phas 2 or return to 
Pha e I or 0. 

Opera tine Phase 3 Effective June 15, 2020 

In Pha e 3. the Court will operate with the following restrictions: 

a.. M mb r of the publi who are n t invol d in a ourt pro eding \\ill not b 

allo" cd in the court h u e..

b.. ocial di tancing i required of court taff. attorn ys, parti and witn sse ..

c.. I ndi idual ,vill not be allowed ace es to a court fncil it who have been exposed 
to or arc xhibiting symptoms of COVTD-19..

d.. The temperature of all indi\ idual · entering a om1 facility will be taken and 
those individuals with a temperaturt: of J 00.4 degree or more will not be 
allowed enlr) ..

c. I he u e of ma k. or la c co t:rings by judicial employee or members of the.
public i. not mandated but is allowed..

f.. In-person proceedings wi II be held. as long a ocial distancing requirements can 
b � met. Attornc · ma) 11oti c rouline matters on the Court's routine dockeL and 
may contact the Court for sp cial ·ettings..

g.. With o ial dis tan ing r�quircm m ·. the maximum occupan y of the courtrooms 
in Chri ·tian ·ount i about 14. whi ·h includ ·s the judge and staff. This will.
ignifo.:antly limit the number of cas s that can be heard al on time. If the 

numb r of matter noticed up for a routin dock twill cause social di tan ing 
r ·trictio11s to bt: e cecded. then attomt:ys and partie. should anticipate being 
asked to" ait in th lobby. out ·ide or in their car until their asc may be heard. 
Th Court may be trying different methods to handle this scheduling difficulty 
so patience j� requc. led. 
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h. Jur proceedings will be held beginning July 6. 2020. in compliance with social.
di tancing protocol.

I. Continue 10 u e availabl technologi s ·uch a tel onf ren s and idea.
hearing in all cases. Allorneys who arc not comfortable with in-per on hearings 
ar encourag d lO . ch dull- moti n h aring · and other matt r by tel phon or 
video c nf. rcnc.

yi..
Large v nue and common areas such a courtroom . jur a mbly ro ms, jury
d liberating room . break ro m . and other area in the court facilit can op rate 
under ocial distancing protocol ..

J. Extra cleaning and di infecting will occur through ut ach da and hand.
sanitiz r will b mad a ailabl ..

Pha e 3 \ ill continue until th uprem Court i. ues an Order rcpla ing it· Ma 4, 2020 
Order. 

Municipal Court 

Municipal ourt in hri tian County are gO\ em d by this Ord r e ept that 
their applicable occupancy limit must be ba ·ed on the number or people who can be 
present in th municipal court facilit) whil maintaining o ial di tan ing r quir ment . 

Questions 

Pleas email all que lion to the cl rk. of Divi. ion l. 2. 3 and 4. The name and. email 
address of ach Division Clerk may be obtained rrom the . pringficld Metropolitan Bar 
A. :ociation..

Criminal def n c attorneys ,;;hould review the Administrative Guidance issued by the Court 
this same day for rurthcr information about chcduling riminal matters and change to the 
pr ce .. ing or criminal ca. es that the Court i · implementing. 

Thi Order has been approved by all Judges of the 38 111 Judicial ircuit. 

Date: May 8. 2020 � --1--

aura John ·on, Presiding Judge 




