ASSUMPTIONS
The relevant factors and assumptions used to calculate the child support guidelines include:
(1) There is no evidence that the expenditure patterns of parents in Missouri differ significantly from national estimates of child-rearing costs.
(2) The schedule of basic child support obligations is based on the income shares model, which seeks to apportion to the child the amount that the parents would have spent if the household were intact.3 
 (3) All parental income is treated as earned income subject to federal and state withholding and FICA taxes.
(4) The schedule of basic child support obligations is prepared by converting net income to gross income using withholding tables for a single person.
(5) Net income is gross income less adjustments for federal, state and social security taxes.
(6) Conversion of net income to gross income assumes one exemption and the standard deduction.
(7) The schedule of basic child support obligations assumes that the parent entitled to receive support claims the tax exemption for the children entitled to support.
(8) The schedule of basic child support obligations incorporates a "self-support reserve" to address the need of the parent obligated to pay support to maintain a minimum standard of living.
(9) The schedule of basic child support obligations excludes parental expenditures for childcare and the child's share of health insurance premiums and extraordinary medical expenses.
(10) Unreimbursed medical expenses that exceed $250.00 per family member per year are deemed extraordinary medical expenses.
(11) The schedule of basic child support obligations does not consider the costs of the parent obligated to pay support when that parent has physical custody of the children entitled to support.
(12) With respect to the adjustment for a portion of the amounts expended on the children by the parent obligated to pay support during that parent's periods of overnight visitation or custody, the basic child support amount can be divided into three categories of expenditures: 
Variable expenditures are child-related expenditures that vary directly with the amount of time a child spends with each parent, such as food.  It has been assumed that variable expenditures represent 38% of the basic child support amount.
Duplicated fixed expenditures are child-related expenditures that do not vary with the amount of time a child spends with each parent but are incurred by both parents, such as housing.  It has been assumed that duplicated fixed expenditures represent 30% of the basic child support amount.
Non-duplicated fixed expenditures are child-related expenditures that do not vary with the amount of time a child spends with each parent and are usually incurred by the parent in whose household a child resides the greater amount of the time, such as clothing.  It has been assumed that non-duplicated fixed expenditures represent 32% of the basic child support amount.
As it is assumed that the payment of non-duplicated fixed expenditures (32%) does not vary even when an award of custody results in a child or children spending substantially equal time with both parents (up to 50% per year), the maximum Line 11 adjustment is limited to 34%.  Duplicated fixed expenditures (30%) plus variable expenditures equals 68%, and the maximum adjustment divided equally equals 34%.
The amount of any adjustment to which the parent obligated to pay support is entitled for a portion of the amounts expended on the children who are the subject of the proceeding during periods of overnight visitation or custody assumes that the parent obligated to pay support will incur:
(1) No significant expenditures for the children if that parent exercises visitation or custody for less than 36 periods per year; 
(2) Variable expenditures for the children if that parent exercises visitation or custody for 36 or more periods per year; 
(3) Duplicated fixed expenditures for the children if that parent exercises visitation or custody for 110 or more overnight periods per year; and 
(4) No significant non-duplicated fixed expenditures for the children.

3	The schedule of basic child support obligations is based upon economic estimates of child-rearing costs as a proportion of household spending from national data compiled by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics in the annual Consumer Expenditure Survey from 1998 to 2004, which is the most current economic data available.





The income data from the Consumer Expenditure Survey, which was specified in constant 1997 dollars, was updated using statistics on changes in the consumer price index. Additionally, the schedule of basic child support obligations reflects the federal and Missouri personal income tax rates in 2008.


�In 1993, 1997, 2001, 2004, and, again, in 2008, the self-support reserve in the schedule of basic child support obligations was reviewed for changes in the federal poverty guidelines caused by inflation. The self-support reserve in the attached schedule of basic child support obligations reflects the federal poverty guideline for 2008.�
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